Medea and Feminism
Make a feminist statement about each of the lines from the play below. Keep in mind the context of the play and what a feminist may think about Medea’s situation. You will need to turn to the page number and refer back to who is speaking and the scene which the quote takes place.
1.) “Speak carefully to her: make your words a soft music” (89)


2.) “…I spent my power for love of Jason. I poured it out before him like water, I made him drink it like wine” (90)


3.) “A woman is weak in warfare, she must use cunning…It is easier to stand in battle three times, in the front line, in the stabbing fury, than to bear one child” (95).


4.) “You might have lived her happily, secured and honored-I hoped you would-by being just a little decently respectful towards those in power” (97).


5.) “I did it to achieve power here; and I’d have used that power to protect you and our sons, but your jealous madness has muddled everything” (100).


6.) “But as for me, I will do good to my husband, I will love my sons and daughters, and adore the gods” (101).


7.) “I swear by the fruitful earth and high shining heaven to protect you in Athens against all men” (105).



8.) “I love them, Jason. Only if you would keep them and care for them here in Corinth, I might consent” (110).



9.) “The woman ought to be very happy with such jewels-and such a husband-ah? Her sun is rising” (113).



10.) “I have done it: because I loathed you more than I loved them” (123).



Think about this question for discussion: How does Medea challenge the dominant views of femininity in a patriarchal Greek society?
